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absorbed huge sums of money contributed by the pious,
among whom the royal ladies were conspicuous. More
lakhs were consumed by the so-called charities of the
Palace, and the piety of the ladies not only opposed re-
trenchment but tended to swell the expenses. The
Maharaja made no secret of his intense dislike of para-
sites :

'The charities we give according to the tenets of our reli-
gion should necessarily be discriminate and fully deserved by
the recipients. The apparent reason why alms-giving has grown
into an institution with us is that a number of our dependants
have come to live on it alone. It has to be said that the cere-
monies and penances that are being introduced into the Palace
in an undue proportion are mere superstitions preached by
ignorant self-seekers, who by the bye should better receive Iked
pay each month than live and grow fat on the unending
charities.* *

But vested interests do not succumb without u struggle.
Reforms had to be cautiously introduced for fear of giving
offence to the people who regarded these charities us an
obligation on the Ruler, and a necessary discharge of
religious duties. If for this cause immediate retrenchment
could not be made, at least no new items were to be added.
Wherever reductions had been ordered they were to
remain; stupid extravagance was not to be tolerated even
on the plea of restoring things to their old level The
policy of control over unrestrained expenditure was
strongly resented by everybody, and not least by the
professional Brahmans, who may fitly be described in
Miltonic phrase as "blind mouths*, since their main pro-
fession was to batten on the royal hospitality on the
strength of their caste. The Maharaja felt his way but did
not yield. The Brahmans, furious at the reduction of

1 H.O. (Joshi). Most of the quotations m this chapter sire taken from a
Compendium of Huzur Otdczs dealing with vsirious subjects and without tlsi